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2019-2020 Programme

A lively hands-on practical 
course for anyone wanting to 

explore and play more 
effectively  

Do you want to have lots of fun while: 

✦ Sharing a love of the organ? 

✦ Creating new colours using effective 
registrations? 

✦ Enabling more meaningful service? 

✦ Broadening your skill and knowledge     
as a church organist?

Sheila Chisholm is a freelance 
musician and educator who for 
many years held a variety of 
rural and city Organist/Director 
of Music posts within the 
Church of Scotland before in 
2003, becoming the Organist at 
St Peter’s Episcopal Church, 
Lutton Place, Edinburgh. Here 
services encompass a wide 
variety of Anglican Liturgies 

including Sung Mattins and Choral Evensong. For 
almost 5 years, she was the Director of Music at The 
Robin Chapel, Edinburgh. Amongst many varied 
activities including teaching organ, piano and music 
theory, she has given recitals across Scotland, is a Past-
President of the Edinburgh Society of Organists, and 
until June 2015 was the Education & 
Training Officer for RSCM Scotland. 
She also runs classes for adults of all 
denominations wanting to follow the 
RSCM programme, Voice for Life.

Positif Organist:  
✦ small friendly groups of up to 

c. 8-10 people. 

✦ meets in a relaxed and 
informal environment. 

✦ includes playing, coffee/tea 
and discussion. 

✦ attracts members of varying 
abilities  

✦ attracts a cross-section of 
denominations. 

✦ has run in Edinburgh, Fife and 
the Highlands 

✦ was formed in 2003 by      
Sheila Chisholm



The Scottish Churches Organist Training 
Scheme (SCOTS) is happy to recommend Positif 
Organist to its candidates, which might 
especially benefit those not receiving individual 
lessons from a teacher. 

The Royal School of Church 
M u s i c i s a n e d u c a t i o n a l , 
ecumenical and international 
Christian charity committed to 

enabling the best use of music in worship and 
church life. It encourages anybody that is 
interested in improving their knowledge and 
skills of the organ to join Positive 
Organist , especia l ly those 
studying the the organ units of 
the RSCM Church Music Skills 
Programme. 

Highland: 2019-2020: Application Form 

Name ………………………………………………….. 

Address ……………………………………………….. 

  ……………………….……………………….. 

  ………………………………………………… 

Telephone……………………………………………… 

Email: …………………………………………..……… 

Church Post……………………………………………. 

Denomination:…………………………………….….. 

Keyboard Standard:   

Piano …………. Organ ………….  

Would you be prepared to host a meeting?   

Yes             No  

Are you willing to let other Positive Organist 
participants be given your contact details? 

Yes            No  

Are you willing to have meeting information sent 
by email?        Yes          No   

Please return the application form 
by post or email to Sheila by 22nd October.  

Sheila Chisholm, 20 Royal Park Terrace, Edinburgh,    
EH8 8JB. Email: sheilachis28@gmail.com  

The cost for the year is £180, cheques to be made 
payable to Sheila E. Chisholm. 

Participants include those who: 

✦ have an organ post and want 
to develop their skills. 

✦ would like to play the organ. 

✦ aim to have an organ post. 

✦ want to try pedalling. 

✦ Are inspired to make more 
effective use of the               
‘King of Instruments’.

Highland Programme 2019-2020 

25th Oct: Organ Terminology using    
  Voluntaries and Hymns for  
  Remembrance Day and Funerals 

29th Nov: Music and Hymns for Advent and 
  Christmas.  
  Using the Swell Box  

10th Jan:   Organ Articulation and  
  Registration, focusing on Early  
  English Repertoire 
  
13th March: Organ Articulation and  
  Registration, focusing on Hymns  
  and Voluntaries for Lent & Easter. 

27th March:  Techniques to help a Legato Touch  
             using Responsorial Psalms and   
  music from the Romantic era.  
       How the Organ Works & Maintenance. 

24th April: Comparing the difference  
    between the German Baroque and  
  French Romantic styles, touch and  
  registrations.  

15th May:  Exploring Music from the French   
  Classical Era. 

12th June:  Recapping effective and inspiring  
  registrations using Music for  
  Weddings. 

All meetings are held from 7pm-9pm. 


